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Noetzie is currently sitting in the epicentre of one of South Africa’s 

COVID-19 “hotspots”. Hospitals along the Garden Route are 

stretched, and Western Cape policymakers are particularly 

concerned about the effects of the holiday season on the spread of 

the virus in the area. 
With such eventualities in mind, the NCOA Committee called a 

Special General Meeting (SGM), held on the 3rd of November, to 

discuss changes to the NCOA constitution. The constitution as it 

stood did not allow for a “virtual” AGM, but did not preclude an SGM 

by video link. The SGM carried the motion to approve changes to the 

NCOA Constitution. 

The following changes to the constitution were approved:

1. The following clause replaces the old clause determining the 

location of the AGM:

   “A General Meeting shall be held at Noetzie save in exceptional 

circumstances when, at the discretion of the Chairperson in 

consultation with the Executive Committee, a General Meeting 

may be held and decisions made by means of a telephone- or 

video-conference.” 

    This allows the committee to decide within the next month 

whether the upcoming AGM should be online or not. The SGM 

demonstrated that we can make important decisions as a 

community while protecting the health of our vulnerable 

members. Members will receive notification soon about the 

details of the AGM.

2. The constitution was updated to include gender neutral language. 

The point was correctly argued at the SGM that the word Chairman 

is not technically gendered. The rest of the document, however, 

contained enough “he” and “himself” to make an editing exercise 

overdue.

As reported in the June newsletter, the CCTV installation was 

initiated in May upon receiving the grant from the Municipality and 

finally became fully operational on 21 July.  Just as Allsound were 

challenged with the installation, unfortunately, we’ve been 

challenged with the operation.  About two months in, an unusually 

severe lightning storm took out three of our routers, six repeaters and 

a surge protector.  A month after the storm, a very large and very 

dead tree fell across Wagon Road, taking one of our cameras with it 

on the way down.  The good news is that the most expensive 

equipment was insured and Outsurance did a brilliant job of swiftly 

processing our claim. 

Challenges aside, activity is being monitored using AI, as agreed at 

the AGM.  The AI program generates alerts, which require the 

controller on duty to review the relevant camera footage and make a 

determination according to the following categories:

- AI mis-classified the alert (eg it was a tree moving and not a 

person), so the alert is re-classified and sent back to the program 

for continual learning / training
-  nothing is suspicious
-  response is needed to further investigate

Although Allsound has responded to many "suspicious alerts" since 

July, nothing untoward has been found.  The most common finding, 

it seems, is fishermen heading home late in the day. 

Fingers crossed that the CCTV installation is an effective deterrent to 

crime during this holiday season and one for which the Rule of Three 

doesn’t apply.

The committee made a decision to buy new bins from our funds. They 

are heavy enough to withstand the wind and the tides, etc. If these 

seem successful this season, we may approve more of them.

The committee also decided to hire a guard to be stationed at the car 

park again this year to help manage security during peak season. In 

addition, this season we are employing staff for the public toilets to 

clean, manage toilet paper supplies, and add a safety factor during 

the busiest period of the year.

In line with our approach of supporting municipal functions where 

they are not adequately fulfilled, we have been planning repairs and 

renovations to the public toilets. We decided this was an urgent 

priority before high season. However, as we were about to implement 

phase one, the municipality decided to come to the party. Watch this 

space… 

The NCOA completed a strong financial year in 2020.  On the revenue 

side, both subscriptions and interest income came in higher than 

budgeted by a combined R13k.  Higher interest was achieved by 

transferring surplus cash from our current account into the money 

market fund, while a second membership drive was successful in 

bringing our year-end paid memberships up to 70.  Many thanks to 

our members for paying their memberships in a year with so much 

financial uncertainty.  Having a reliable income stream makes a 

significant difference in the number and type of projects we are 

confidently able to take on in pursuit of our constitutional aims.

As Joanna mentions in the Chair’s Chat, a significant milestone was 

the completion of the CCTV installation - a priority identified at the 

AGM.  Including our supplementation of the Municipality's grant, 

camera monitoring, replacing lightning damaged equipment, 

insurance and finally, guards, our spend on security was R60k, 

representing 2/3rds of our total expenditures.  Other projects 

targeted at improving Noetzie infrastructure include the addition of 

monkey-proof bins, road repairs, and on-going clearing of overgrown 

vegetation. 

Ahead of next year’s AGM, our spending priorities are already starting 

to take shape.  For example, we’re hopeful we can partner with the 

Municipality to deliver that long overdue upgrade of the public loos, 

and the committee has again agreed to hire a guard for what we 

believe could be a very busy holiday season.  
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Chair’s Chat
 by Joanna Taylor

Treasurer's Report
 Sandi Braun - Treasurer



The Outdoor Classroom has gained a few leaps ahead this past 

quarter with information stations full of interesting reading which is 

presented in a format that can be appreciated by many. The visitors’ 

book has been replaced, the pond repaired, and the paths recovered 

with bark chip. There is a resident steenbok in the area, which is 

another reason that the area is strictly no dogs.

The Outdoor classroom with new bark 

chip

The  is once again up and running. We have camera trap programme

eight functional cameras at present and Julie Gosling very kindly 

replaced all the rechargeable batteries which cost around R5500. 

It will be interesting to see what wildlife is out there, just beyond us.  

The combination of fire in 2017, the rebuilding and therefore heavy 

traffic at Noetzie, and then the Covid-19 lockdown surely all changed 

things for animals. The camera on our lawn where we got the 

aardvark pics snapped this one last week in November 2020 on a day 

we were down at the beach. 

B e a u t i f u l  m a l e 

bushbuck enjoying 

the Gosberry lawn

The  has commenced, and we are growing a decent base  water testing

of information. Noetzie does two separate forms of water 

monitoring.  The regular tests cost nothing but time, and the data 

includes water temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen and turbidity. 

We have bacterial tests which are performed in season to monitor 

E.coli levels. These are pricy but very valuable to have as they are 

instant and if we suspect there is a problem, we can jump on it 

immediately.    All healthy rivers such as ours will have at least an 

E.coli count of around 5 – 15 ppm from the wild animals around the 

river.

Marina and I did some alien clearing in the Sinclair Nature Reserve on 

the hills above the river.

We pulled and cut and poisoned suckers from old Acacia Longifolia 

and Melanoxylon (blackwood) trees which burned but are 

resprouting. We also managed to frill and poison some bigger Acacia 

mearnsii (black wattle). It would be great to have a team in December 

to go up and make a good dent in the sections up there.  The reason 

why the Noetzie river is so pristine is because it was tradition in 

decades past for Noetzie homeowners to make a day a year dedicated 

to alien clearing up the river. I think we should resume that. Let me 

know if you’d like to do that for a morning I have hectic tools that 

make you feel like King Kong against the aliens.

Environmental Report
by Wendy Dewberry
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 View of Noetzie River from the Sinclair Nature Reserve.
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MUNICIPAL NEWS
by Melanie Gosling

A lot has been happening in the municipal arena at Knysna, but 

unfortunately two negative issues persist: too many rapid changes of staff 

in top municipal positions, creating instability, while the municipality is 

still cash-strapped, with only an 85% collection of revenue. Both hamper 

proper municipal functioning.

NOETZIE  ISSUES.
Once Covid-19 restrictions had been relaxed, NCOA was able to meet 

acting municipal manager Dr Louis Scheepers and officials in October, 

where we raised several Noetzie issues, some old chestnuts and some 

new. Below is a summary.

Noetzie Road: The municipality has failed to maintain the storm water 

drainage system on Noetzie Road, so heavy rains during the year caused 

serious erosion of the road. Simply grading it does not fix it. We asked the 

municipal manager for a site meeting with the relevant officials, which 

took place in November. We asked Julie Gosling to handle this as she 

knows the storm water measures that used to be in place. She explained 

that the storm water “run-offs” needed to be recreated, and maintained, 

so rainwater can drain off the road into the veld. Some of the run-offs have 

completely disappeared, while those still visible are totally silted up. Also, 

the underground storm water pipes are completely silted up and 

dysfunctional, leading to the creation of deep dongas where rainwater 

that cannot get through the pipes cuts across the road. The grader used to 

work with men with spades who came behind and dug open the storm 

water channels for rainwater. That needs to happen again.

The official did not even know of the existence of the underground pipes. 

He agreed to create proper storm water run-offs and have the pipes 

cleared.

Hlalani section of the Noetzie Road: The first 500m of Noetzie Road 

through Hlalani is in a shocking state, has been for years, and we asked 

that it be repaired urgently. However, officials said this section belonged 

to the Garden Route District Municipality. We believed it had been 

transferred to the Knysna Municipality years ago, as we had seen the 

provincial government proclamation to this effect.

Afterwards we chased down the relevant official in the Garden Route 

District Municipality, and it turns out that the KM officials were correct. It 

still belongs to the district municipality. The proclamation had gone 

through, but the rest of the required paper work had never been 

completed.

The district official I spoke to was astonished, as they too believed the 

transfer had been completed, and so had done no maintenance on the 

Hlalani section of road for about seven years.

The upshot is that they now have to go back to finishing the transfer 

process.

Meantime, the district council official said they could not transfer the road 

to Knysna Municipality in such a bad condition, so they would have to 

repair it before transfer. Good news. Timescale is some time next year as 

they have to work within the annual budget.

At least this hiccup has now been revealed and the process set in motion 

again.  We will stay on it.

River residents who have no secured parking: As this matter has been 

dragging on for years without resolution, we asked the municipal manager 

if the municipality could assist. The MM said the municipality would be 

happy to act as a facilitator between the parties involved, but only if they 

were in agreement.

The land where these residents park belongs to Pezula Private Estate.

The municipal manager was of the view that the river residents may well 

have prescriptive rights to park on that land, but said he had no legal 

knowledge of the matter and suggested we investigate that avenue.

The committee and river residents need to discuss a way forward.

Public  Lavatories:
Something we don’t understand: these toilets have been at Noetzie for 

decades, yet only in the last few years have they been vandalised at such a 

rate. Every time they are repaired, they are soon smashed. What is behind 

it? Who is driving this and why? Any evidence will be welcomed.

The municipality undertook to get them repaired yet again in time for the 

summer holiday season and has appointed a contractor.

NCOA committee has asked the Knysna Municipality for permission to 

carry out some repairs ourselves, in addition to what municipality does, as 

repairing the lavatories is not included in our Memorandum of Agreement 

with the municipality. Not had a reply from them on that.

If members decide to do this using NCOA funds, we will have to think out of 
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District Council to repair 

Noetzie Road 

through Hlalani

Storm water eroded 

Noetzie Road and 

exposed a dysfunctional 

storm water pipe.



the box as to what kind of repairs we carry out, as replacing the smashed 

equipment with the same may be futile.

Any suggestions welcomed. We have also asked that the disused asbestos 

rainwater tank be removed.

Public access to Knysna Municipality land use maps:
NCOA asked where the public could get land-use maps of Noetzie, Noetzie 

Overlays, the urban edge and coastal setback line.

Marlene Boyce, director of Planning, said the municipal land use maps 

were available in the Municipal Spatial Development Framework 

document, and on the KM website.

The public can also speak to Shaun Madumbo in the Land Use Management 

department: smadumbo@knysna.gov.za

And to Pam Booth in the Environmental Management department: 

pbooth@knysna.gov.za

Municipal Steps: we asked that the overhead vegetation be cut open, as 

pedestrians have to duck beneath it in places, and that the broken 

handrails be repaired in time for the season. So far this has not been done.

Lagoon Drive Legal Action:
We asked for a progress report on the council’s decision to take the matter 

to court regarding public access on the expropriated road through Pezula 

Private Estate. The KM’s legal manager did not provide any new 

information from what she had told us a year ago. We did establish that no 

court date has been set, although the council took the decision to go to 

court for a declaratory order in August 2019. 

This ends the summary of the meeting with the municipal manager.

Two bits of good municipal news: The first is that we finally have a 

permanent ward councillor, Sharon Sabbagh, for Ward 9, into which 

Noetzie falls. This is important, because Ward Committee meetings are 

where our Noetzie representative can interact first hand with the relevant 

councillor and get Noetzie issues onto the council agenda. Ward 9 has had 

no ward councillor for over a year. Sabbagh won the Ward 9 by-election in 

November.

The second bit of good news is that the new mayor, Elrick “Ricky” van 

Aswegen, who took up the mayoral position during June, seems to be a 

councillor who does his homework, reads the documents that officials 

provide and gets to grip with the issues, judging by his actions in council 

meetings. Gives us hope that he will ensure all councilors do the same.

A former schoolteacher, Van 

Aswegen says he has an open-

door policy – which we have yet 

to test. But best of all for us, he 

says he has spent many happy 

holidays at Noetzie, camping 

with his family when he was a 

youngster in the 1970s from 

Boxing Day to New Year, so he 

knows first hand what a special 

place it is.

He thanked the NCOA for our 

"posit ive contr ibut ion"  to 

K n y s n a ' s  I n t e g r a t e d 

Deve lopment  P lan  (IDP) . 
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The IDP drives budget priorities, while the Spatial Development 

Framework (SDF) gives "spatial expression" to the IDP, what happens on 

the ground.

Bad news is that the investigation into the former municipal manager 

Dr Sitembele Vitala, who was suspended in February, still has not been 

completed. It was due to be completed within three months of his 

suspension. As he was suspended on full pay, the cash-strapped Knysna 

Municipality has been paying two municipal manager salaries for most of 

this year, one to Vitala and another to the acting municipal manager.

Meanwhile Noetzie 

residents continue to 

do their bit. Wendy 

Dewberry and Julie 

Gosling got cracking 

in October and filled 

in the many potholes 

in the Noetzie car 

park and the tarred 

road leading down to 

it, and re-painted all 

the faded white and 

yellow lines in the car 

park.

Nicolette Steyn got 

baboon-proof bins for 

the beach, paid for by 

NCOA funds, as the 

municipality has not 

provided any, despite 

requests over years. 

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e 

teething problems as 

the supplier sent the 

w r o n g  s i z e ,  b u t 

hopefully that can be 

sorted out before 

season.

COVID-19 alert: The Western Cape health authorities have declared the 

Garden Route a Covid-19 “hotspot”. They issued a statement on 

25th November that said there had been “an alarming growth” in Covid 

cases on the Garden Route, and that “there are now more active cases in 

George and Knysna than any other point in the pandemic to date”.

This is not intended to cause alarm, but simply to alert members coming to 

Noetzie this season to the reality of the situation. 

Here’s to a healthy New Year!

Baboon bin raider

DIY pothole repairs
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TRAVELLING TORTOISE
by Melanie Gosling

Noetzie Conservancy is home to many animals, from leopards and otter to 
bushbuck and even aardvark.

A new sighting for most of us was a mountain tortoise – or leopard tortoise as it is 
commonly known. Not that they are rare, but just that they are not usually seen at 
Noetzie.

So there was some excitement when one popped up over a year ago in a Noetzie 
garden and stuck around for months, happily grazing on the buffalo grass lawn and 
drinking from the ground level birdbath.

It was quite big, and if you came near it, it stopped grazing for a moment to hiss at 
you, then carried on chomping.

When it got too hot, the tortoise – Torty as he became known – would shove 
himself into shrubs or long grass to keep cool.

In May he disappeared. Julie Gosling was a bit concerned, as she had grown fond of 
Torty wandering around the garden, but when she read up on leopard tortoises, 
she found that they hibernate from May.

“So he was spot on time!” she said.

Torty reappeared in the garden in spring and carried on as usual, and did not seem 
to care about the dogs or people, just gave a warning hiss now and then.
“I loved seeing Torty in the garden. He was not there all the time, but disappeared 
for days at a time, and then suddenly reappeared. It made me so happy to see him,” 
Julie said.

Then in late November Catherine Suckling saw Torty walking down the middle of 
the Old Wagon Road passed her house. Fearing that a vehicle might come, she 
eased Torty towards the side of the road.

The following day Torty was in her garden. Then a little later a friend called out to 
her to say she could see Torty on the beach where the Noetzie River flows out to sea 
They ran to investigate and found Torty crossing the river.

“It was quite high tide and a wave came in and swept him along towards he lagoon 
and he seemed to be struggling a bit, so I went to try to pick him up and help him to 
the other side. I didn’t realise how heavy he was and I fell over into the river, fully 
clothed, still holding him. We had eye contact. It was quite strange, Catherine said.

She guided him to the other side and watched as he 
tried again and again to get up the sandbank.

“He was determined, there was no stopping him, but 
the bank was about 4 foot high.”

She decided to dig a “ramp” to help him, but Torty found 
a lower spot and managed to get up the other side and 
was on his way.

“Last we saw of him he had gone into the bushes in Sinclair Nature Reserve. He 
really was on a mission. Nothing was going to stop him.”

It seems that she need not have worried about Torty’s swimming abilities. 
According to the SA National Biodiversity Institute (Sanbi), leopard tortoises 
(Stigmochelys pardalis) are “able to float and swim slowly, as their large, domed shell 
has a sizeable lung space that allows buoyancy”.

Sanbi says they have good eyesight and their paddle-shaped, pigeon-toed front 
legs with small nails enable them to move easily over rocky terrain. He certainly 
does that. A 4x4 tortoise.

Leopard tortoises are the largest tortoise species in southern Africa, between 30 to 
40cm in height and a weigh up to 13kg.

Would be interesting to see them mate, which is apparently “a noisy affair, often 
accompanied by grunts, groans and wheezes from the male”.

The female lays up to 24 eggs into a pit that she has dug with her hind legs, then 
covers them up again. Incubation takes 8 to 15 months.

But that does not mean that the 24 eggs will survive to adults. Sanbi says there are 
many predators that eat the little hatchlings, including rock monitors, storks, 
crows and small carnivores. Even ants have been known to attack the eggs. In 
some areas, humans eat both the tortoises and eggs. 

Tortoises formed an important part of prehistoric hunter-gatherers' diet. 
(I remember one student asking our lecturer whether tortoises were hunted or 
gathered.)

Then there are veld fires.

The Kruger Park website says only about 2% of hatchlings survive to adulthood.

South Africa has the greatest number of tortoise species in the world: of the 
40 species known, we have 12 species and 2 sub-species.

Who knows where Torty has gone and whether he will come back to graze on the 
green buffalo grass.

We will be looking out for his return.

By the way, most people know what South Africa's Big Five animals are: rhino, lion, 
elephant, buffalo and leopard.

Not everyone knows South Africa’s Small Five: rhino beetle, antlion, elephant 
shrew, buffalo weaver and of course the leopard tortoise.

NEW WARD COUNCILLOR 

Interview by Melanie Gosling

SHE comes from Johannesburg where she did 
some corruption busting in the city council, 
has been living in PE for some years, and is 
now the councillor responsible for Ward 9, 
which includes Noetzie.

Sharon Sabbagh, who won the Ward 9 
by-election in November, has a B Compt 
degree, is self-employed and has been 
working in the field of forensic accounting for 
many years. She has had a home in Pezula 
Golf Estate since 2011 but did not live there 
permanently until just before lockdown 
earlier this year.

Sabbagh was a DA Ward councillor in the 
City of Johannesburg from 2006 to 2011. 
During this time she exposed multi-million fraud and corruption in the 
Johannesburg council. Asked what she planned to do about allegations of fraud 
and corruption in Knysna council, Sabbagh said she planned to tackle the matter 

once she had hard evidence.

“I can’t work on hearsay. I need substantiated evidence to support a claim of 
fraud or corruption in court,” she said.

Asked about Knysna council's financial position, Sabbagh said the situation had 
improved since 2019, when it had been "commercially insolvent".

“It’s a lot better but they are struggling to get money owed. The revenue 
collection rate is 85.5% and that needs to be addressed.”

She believes there is an urgent need to create stability in the Knysna council, and 
to get posts filled permanently “with the right staff in place”.

Sabbagh will hold a Ward Committee meeting in early December to discuss 
Knysna’s Integrated Development Plan (IDP) for Ward 9.

“A lot of it is pie in the sky. We need to put in what works within the financial 
constraints.”

Intrepid Torty tackles the tide
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www.noetzie.co.za
by Nicolette Steyn

STRANDLOPERS DROP IN TO NOETZIE
by Melanie Gosling

During the 2019 Annual General Meeting one of our members was kind 
enough to highlight some concerns about the Noetzie Conservancy 
Owners’ Association website. To validate and then resolve the concern 
raised about the security of the site it became clear that some 
background site maintenance was required and there was an opportunity  
to update the information provided on the site.   With the services of a 
web administrator the security concerns and software upgrades that 
were needed to whip the site into shape were all addressed.  

We also took the opportunity to make the site smartphone friendly, 

and “fishing debris” en route. This year they did the same from Nature’s Valley 

to Wilderness.

They want to communicate the information they collect to both the public 

and the authorities and hope to stimulate conversations with municipalities 

about action they can take to prevent plastic rubbish getting into rivers and 

the sea.

One of the hikers was Pam Booth, head of environmental management at 

Knysna Municipality, who organised her municipal team to come to Noetzie  

to sieve through the sand and document how many “nurdles” they found. 

These are tiny plastic pellets used as raw material in making plastic goods. 

Noetzie was full of them, possibly from a container lost at sea. 

Mark Paulse, left, and D'Novin Garies from the Knysna Municipality sifting sand to 
collect and document plastic pellets washed up on Noetzie beach.

There are already billions in the ocean and they are apparently bad news: 

nurdles themselves are a cocktail of chemicals, and even worse, they attract 

toxic chemical pollutants that stick to their surface. Some of these chemicals, 

like persistent organic pollutants (POPs), build up in the tissues of animals 

and humans and cause long-term damage.

As the group said, each of us can help, just be cutting down on the amount of 

plastic we use, especially plastic we use once and throw away. 

One change that will have a massive positive effect is to stop buying water in 

plastic bottles.

A GROUP of “strandlopers” came to Noetzie in October, part of the “citizen 

science” Strandloper Project.

Unlike ancient strandlopers, this group was not foraging for food and 

sleeping in caves, but were documenting humanity’s rubbish along the shore 

- our discarded plastic, fishing lines and hooks, water bottles, plastic bags – 

whatever junk they found in their 185km hike from Nature’s Valley to the 

Wilderness.

They did the hike in sections, and arrived at Noetzie after hiking from 

Harkerville, apparently one of the trickiest sections of the whole trip. Took 

them nine hours and they said they had to concentrate on every step they 

took. They stayed at the Braun’s North Cottage, the NCOA provided funds for 

groceries, and Sandi Braun organised a venue in Knysna where the group 

gave a public talk about their project.

The Strandloper Project at Noetzie: left to right are Mark Dixon, Mandie Janse van 
Rensburg, Amanda Dixon, Chris Leggatt, Melinda Morkel, Lisa Leslie and Pam 
Booth.

Like many such enterprises, The Strandloper Project evolved over time. 

Some years ago Mark Dixon, marine biologist and hiking guide from 

Rondevlei, was diving at Gericke’s Point at Sedgefield when he was struck by 

the amount of  discarded fishing gear. This not only caused pollution, but 

also caused something called “ghost fishing”, where discarded fishing gear 

continues to kill marine life that becomes hooked or entangled.

Mark organised various underwater cleanups with volunteers, recording 

what was picked up and where. This led to a big hike in 2019 where he and 

five others hiked from Stillbaai to Wilderness, documenting plastic pollution 

refocus the content to conservation related matters and update the site 

with plenty of scenes from Noetzie.  The Members Only section is 

updated with the relevant minutes and documents and members in good 

standing are welcome  to contact Nicolette Steyn to obtain the required 

passwords. I would encourage all members to have a quick look at the 

new website, to take in some of the familiar Noetzie scenery as well as 

the new information, which hopefully will provide some holiday 

inspiration.    
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IAN Henderson, of the Henderson family that built four of the “castles” at 
Noetzie, died in Harare in October at the age of 93.

Ian loved Noetzie, and was the last of a generation old enough to remember 
Noetzie when it was just a small cluster of wood and iron cottages.

Many Noetzie people will remember Ian’s bright blue eyes, his infectious 
chuckle, his love of swimming in the sea and a good party. On Old Year’s 
Night he dressed in a kilt.

Ian was born on 7 September 1927 on the family farm Farvic in Zimbabwe, 
and grew up on the family ranch Doddieburne halfway between Bulawayo 
and Beitbridge.

Around 1930 Rex Metelerkamp introduced his father, Herbert Stephen 
Henderson, born in Scotland, and his mother, Helen Davidson, from the 
Eastern Cape, to Noetzie.

Ian’s older brother, Alan, wrote that his parents “fell in love with this 
beautiful bay”, and they bought one of the wood and iron cottages on the 
western side of the beach, where later they were to build the first of 
Noetzie’s “castles”.

It was one of the old Millwood cottages from Knysna’s gold rush days, 
known as the Yellow Cottage, with a rainwater tank, a long drop loo and a 
wood burning stove. Ian and Alan slept on the verandah.

It was a long journey to Noetzie for the Henderson family in those early 
days: two days by car crossing rivers to Bulawayo, a two-day train trip to 
Cape Town and another day’s train trip to Willowmore, where someone 
picked them up in a car.

Ian and his brother Alan ran wild at Noetzie, swam and fished, gathered 
oysters and surfed on yellowwood surfboards. They got up to mischief and 
once, with the Stroebel boys, made a bomb in a soda fountain container 
with gelignite, detonators and a fuse left over from when their father had 
been quarrying. They rowed up the river and threw it into one of the deep 
ponds. There was a huge explosion and dozens of dead fish.

Ian’s father first built “The Little Castle” on the western side of the beach, 
and moved The Yellow Cottage to a plot he bought in the centre of the 
beach. His father later built the larger Noetzie Castle and the Pezula Castle 
up on the hill. 

Ian went to school in Plumtree in Zimbabwe and then to Cambridge 
University where he studied agriculture. 

He did cattle ranching on Doddieburne and he and Alan ran a hunting safari 
business, mainly in Botswana.

Many of us remember as kids seeing Ian came down to Noetzie one summer 
with a limp and a livid scar down his leg. A client had bungled a lion hunt and 
Ian had to shoot the animal as it charged. It mauled his leg in its death leap.

Ian was in his 40s when he married Philippa in 1969, and had Tania, Kim and 
Sean.
Ian then built Montrose Castle at Noetzie in the mid 70s where he, Philippa 
and family spent their holidays  – a far cry from the wood and iron Yellow 
Cottage holiday house of his childhood.

After his divorce he married Ineke, who had a daughter Sascha, and 
together they had a daughter Camilla.

During the late 80s and 90s, Ian and Ineke lived almost permanently at 

Noetzie in Montrose, making trips to Zimbabwe from time to time.
In his last years Ian had been living on Farvic farm.

Ian’s daughter Tania said Ian had had a persistent infection and had been in 
hospital for treatment.  He died while visiting Sascha in Harare.

“He was sitting under a tree in her garden surrounded by family.”

Ian Henderson as a young man riding at Noetzie. His family's first holiday house, 
The Yellow Cottage, and old Millwood gold rush wood and iron cottage, is in the 
background. Ian would later build Montrose Castle on the land next to the Yellow 
Cottage. 

    

SAVE THE DATE

NOETZIE BEACH AND RIVER

CLEAN UP
2 JAN 2021 at 10 am

Bring the kids 

Details to be confirmed nearer the date.

OBITUARY  

IAN HENDERSON: 1927 – 2020
By Melanie Gosling



PHOTO GALLERY

When Miriam Moshashe went to clean the 
Suckling's Noetzie cottage recently she was 
astonished to find an emerald cuckoo in the 

kitchen that must have flown through the 
broken window.  

A protea changing over time on the Outdoor Classroom 

Times and Tides at Noetzie beach captured by Nicolette Steyn 

On another day she found a  Knysna Loerie - 
or turaco - in the kitchen. 

Miriam managed to free both these 
gorgeous birds.  Both photos by Miriam 

Otter Footprints 
The Outdoor classroom pond 

has been inhabited 
by these snails. 

Can anyone tell us more 
about the snails? 

These golden clouds captured by Melanie
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