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This year is testing the strength and 

flexibility of all communities. I know that 

many of you have been missing Noetzie 

terribly and are facing multiple new 

challenges wherever you are. The NCOA 

committee has tried to hit the curveballs of 

the past few months out of the park, while 

pursuing the existing priorities of our 

members as set at the 2019 AGM.   

To my delight and amazement, we received the 
grant money from the Knysna Municipality for 
security cameras in the public areas on the 1st of 
May, and have begun the installation project.  

This was all thanks to the initial application by 
Wendy Dewberry, the unflagging persistence of  

 

 

Melanie Gosling that ensured the grant was paid 
out in uniquely adverse circumstances, and the 
energy and efficiency of Sandi Braun, who kept all 
the logistics up to date so that we could implement 
immediately when payment was made. The 
riverside homeowners raised a special levy to add 
a camera covering the track down to the river. This 
installation is happening simultaneously to avoid 
repeated disruptions. 

The pandemic has left the impoverished 
communities close to Noetzie even more 
vulnerable, and the local authorities have had less 
capacity and resources as the year has worn on. 

The committee asked you all for help and we were 
very grateful to be able to provide just short of 
R65 000 worth of food parcels to the residents of 
Hlalani, thanks to your wonderful generosity.    

 

Chair’s Chat 
Joanna Taylor 
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In late January we met with the Pezula Private Estate 
Home Owners’ Association committee. We had a 
fruitful discussion that included the possible 
formalisation of riverside parking arrangements. 
This is an ongoing delicate conversation. We hope 
to maintain it in a spirit of increasing collaboration 
around matters of mutual concern. With a stretched 
and chaotic local government, it is ever more 
important that we work with all of our neighbours.  

Wendy Dewberry and Marina Devine have revived 
the river monitoring project. I think that you will 
enjoy reading their preliminary data as much as         
I did.  

 

 

You will be able to tell from the portfolio reports that 
the committee has been working hard. Some of our 
projects are paused during the hiatus in municipal 
activity, but we continue to drive others forward, 
and look forward to completing our tasks for the 
year. 

Please continue to be careful in the coming weeks 
and months. Everyone is tired of the restrictions on 
normal activity, but the hospitals here in Gauteng 
are filling up as I write this and I hope you will all 
take extra precautions as the infection numbers 
climb throughout the country. 

 

 

 

 

Cleansing and Sanitation 

We organised a site meeting in late February with 
the municipality’s manager of waste management 
Randall Bower regarding the public lavatories and 
waste management. 

Lavatories: had been vandalised within weeks of 
being repaired in late 2019. Randall undertook to 
have them repaired again. We hope the CCTV 
cameras will help combat this.  

Baboon bins: At our request, Randall undertook to 
supply us with two wheelie-bins fitted with 
“garden gate” type catches as experimental 
“baboon-proof” litter bins for the beach. They are 
easy for the public to use and apparently primates 
have not yet worked out how to open these 
catches. 

Car park bins: 

The two big metal bins where the rubbish 
collectors put bags until collected, often overflow. 
Randall said this was because there was only one 

municipal truck large enough to lift the bins, and 
when it was out of action, as it often was, they could 
not be emptied. 

Good news is that the big truck is being phased 
out, as are the big bins, which will be replaced by 
four smaller bins in the car park, which will have a 
slightly greater overall capacity. 

There are several rubbish trucks that can deal with 
the smaller bins, so we hope that will stop the 
problem of over-flowing. 

With lockdown, all of the above is all “on hold”. 

Municipal news 
Melanie Gosling 
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Noetzie Road 

The section through Hlalani was again in a 
shocking state and it was reported. The holes were 
repaired but because of leaking water up the hill in 
the settlement, the repairs soon eroded. The 
leaking water has been reported many times, the 
leaks repaired, but they are soon leaking again 
and gouging holes in the road. There are also 
illegal live electric wires crossing the road.  

I reported both to the director of infrastructure 
services, Pravir Hariparsad, in person after a 
council meeting and he said he was aware of it. 
This has been an ongoing matter for many years 
and needs a long-term solution.  

Building 

North Cottage: The NCOA submitted comments on 
the building plans for proposed alterations to 
North Cottage and proposed additional buildings 
on erf 20333. As the cottage is older than 60 years 
the plans will need to be authorised by Heritage 
Western Cape. 

House Thompson: The NCOA commented on a 
draft concept proposal for the Thompson house on 
erf 20330, the vacant plot immediately east of 
Lindsay Castle. 

No building plans have yet been drawn up. The 
NCOA commended the planners for the multi-
disciplinary approach taken to address the bank 
erosion and stream re-alignment in order to find a 
solution that was both ecologically sound and 
would help restore the river habitat. 

Spatial Development Framework (SDF) 

We commented on the final draft of the SDF, 
Knysna Municipality’s over-arching policy 
document to guide land use for the next five years. 

Some important points we supported were: 

 

 

• the SDF’s recognition of the uniqueness 
and importance of Noetzie’s natural 
environment, the need for a precautionary 
approach in land use management and 
restrictions on further development. 

• that Noetzie remains outside the urban 
edge  

• that Noetzie remain on the seaward side of 
the Coastal Management Line, which does 
not take away existing development rights 
but restricts other development. 

• that Noetzie should get “overlay zones” to 
direct the nature and form of land use and 
development 

• that an Estuary Management Plan is being 
compiled for the Noetzie River which will 
guide decisions within the river catchment 

• mechanisms to compel landowners in fire 
management areas to join the Southern 
Cape Fire Protection Association and to 
ensure landowners are legally compliant. 

Draft Zoning Scheme Bylaw 

In effect, the new zoning bylaw does away with the 
Noetzie Town Planning Scheme, developed 
decades ago with extensive input from residents 
during workshops assisted by consultants. 

Even after the former Knoetzie Transitional Local 
Council ceased to exist and Noetzie was 
incorporated into Knysna Municipality in 2000, 
Noetzie’s Town Planning Scheme continued to 
apply. We did not want to lose that. 

The NCOA’s central proposal was that the draft 
zoning scheme bylaw be amended to include 
Noetzie as an overlay zone in the bylaw itself, and  

that the terms of the Noetzie Town Planning 
Scheme be adopted for that purpose. 

The municipality has been in discussion with the 
NCOA on our proposals, and at this stage it seems 
promising that they will be accepted. 
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Politics 

It has been political musical chairs again at Knysna 
Municipality which is seriously worrying. 

If local politics bores you, read no further. I go into 
some detail here because we are all Knysna 
ratepayers and I believe it is in our interests to 
know what is happening in the government body 
under which Noetzie falls. 

In February the municipal manager Dr Sitembele 
Vitala was suspended – the subsequent 
investigation is still incomplete – and Knysna 
Municipality was reported to be bankrupt.  

Dr Michele Gratz, a medical doctor and former 
municipal manager of Mossel Bay, was appointed 
Knysna’s acting municipal manager in February. 
She came with good credentials for clean audits 
from Mossel Bay, voted one of the 10 best-run 
municipalities in the country under her 
administration. 

Dr Gratz said when she took over Knysna 
Municipality “expenditure was out of control” and 
she set up a tough cost-cutting programme that 
saved R1.2m in the first month by reducing 
unnecessary overtime. Then she got the municipal 
directors’ unlawful “scarce skills allowance” 
scrapped, saving another R117,000 a month. This 
was followed by cuts in salaries, bonuses, catering, 
travel and subsistence. In all, she estimates the 
overall savings she clocked up will amount to R20-
million. 

The municipality’s electronic system of 
correspondence and record-keeping was “a 
shambles” with over 9,000 outstanding items on it, 
some of which had not been attended to for eight 
months. Dr Gratz “compelled” staff to deal with 
this and reduced the backlog to 2,000. Just when it 
appeared she was turning the floundering 
municipality around, Dr Gratz resigned at the end 
of May. 

 

In her resignation speech she said there were 
officials in the municipality with personal agendas 
that were “more important to them than saving 
Knysna”. 

Some potentially good officials were too scared to 
make decisions and “do what is right” because of 
comeback from the dodgy officials. 

Alarmingly, Dr Gratz believes the municipality is 
“too broken” for one person to put right, and 
believes Knysna ought to be put under Provincial 
Government administration. 

Many Knysna residents felt the same. Just under 
5,000 people signed a petition calling on Western 
Cape Premier Alan Winde to appoint Dr Gratz as 
the administrator of Knysna municipality. 

“Her unbelievable actions in sorting out many 
management issues in Knysna have been 
remarkable. We can no longer be apathetic about 
what happens to our town,” the petition said. 

The petition was delivered, but there was 
apparently no response to it. 

Knysna now has yet another acting municipal 
manager: Dr Louis Scheepers. I know nothing 
about him except what is on Google. 

So the crazy situation is that since 2015, two of 
Knysna’s municipal managers have been 
suspended and a third resigned after a year. We  
are now onto our fourth acting municipal manager 
in five years. How can a town function properly 
under these conditions? 

Another problem: Former mayor Mark Willemse 
lost his court case against the DA so is no longer a 
councillor. He was the councillor in charge of 
Ward 9 – into which Noetzie falls. That means 
currently we have no councillor in for Ward 9. We 
hope that is soon sorted out. 

Elrick van Aswegen has been appointed mayor. 
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With a few exceptions and despite 

lockdown, we are largely on track for 

spending this year’s budget.   

With almost 40% of our budgeted spend on 
security in particular, we are forecast to spend the 
allocated amount of R46k.  These monies funded 
both hiring a guard for the peak holiday periods 
and supplementing the Municipality's grant for the 
CCTV installation.  Based on the Municipality’s 
contribution of R150k and an updated quote from 
AllSound, NCOA’s contribution toward the security 
camera infrastructure will be R9k.  Added to this 
will be a one-time cost for the AI monitoring 
equipment (R9k) and the on-going costs of 
insurance and monitoring the top camera, roughly 
R760/month.   

     

Projects which have been delayed include an 
update of the topo-cadastral plan, which we still 
hope to complete this financial year.   Budgeted 
travel reimbursements of R25k, for obvious 
reasons, will be significantly underspent.  
 
We are also on track for revenues even though 
only 29 of the required 50 erven have paid their 
2020 membership fees to date.  We appreciate 
many might be more financially constrained this 
year.  Further revenue support has come from 
higher interest payments due to transferring R50k 
in surplus cash from our current account into our 
money market fund.  The additional interest could 
supplement our revenue by R5k if interest rates 
remain at similar levels. 
 
 

 

 

The CCTV cameras at Noetzie are being 

installed at last, but by mid-June were 

still a few weeks away from being 

operational. 

It sounds so simple – “Crime’s a problem, so let’s 
get some CCTV cameras” – but it has been a long 
and often frustrating process. 

We were told in November 2019 by Knysna 
Municipality that we had been allocated a R150 000 
grant for cameras, as a result of NCOA Ward 9 
committee member Wendy Dewberry’s 
application for grant funding in April last year. 
Then all went quiet  - despite emails and phone 
calls from the former chair and committee 
members to the municipality as to how and when 
we would get the money. No replies. 

In February after some determined “door-
stepping” at the municipal offices, we were finally 
told that the municipality needed additional 
documents from the NCOA. These were supplied, 
then all went quiet again with no response to 
emails and calls. 

When the news came shortly afterwards that 
Knysna Municipality was bankrupt and the 
municipal manager suspended, we thought that 
might mean the end of getting the grant money. 
Inquiries over many weeks went nowhere. 

Our saving grace was the acting municipal 
manager Dr Michele Gratz, appointed in February, 
who we appealed to in early April. She 
immediately got the ball rolling – and wanted an 
explanation from officials why there had been a 
hold-up - and the money was in the bank by May 1. 

Financial report 
Sandi Braun 

CCTV update 
Melanie Gosling 
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By then we were well into national lockdown, 
which brought other problems. Allsound, the 
service providers and installers, battled to get 
some of the parts, including the poles for the 
cameras.  

Lockdown also meant they were not allowed to 
employ manual labourers, so their technicians had 
to knuckle down and dig the trenches for the 
camera cabling. 

When they started digging down the side of the 
Old Wagon Road, they found the ground was 
exceptionally hard and the digging took far longer 
than expected. Then there was the weather.   

With the rainy weather, the Wagon Road was a 
waterfall and the guys could not work. While it 
stayed wet, they could not set the concrete for the 
poles. There were further delays in getting some 
other crucial supplies because of lockdown, but 
those have been sorted. 

The residents along the river have paid for a CCTV 
camera to be erected on private land at the river, 
which will link into the cameras on municipal land 
paid for by the grant. 

Former mayor Mark Willemse told us last 

year that crime had dropped 

“dramatically” in areas like The Heads 

and the central business district after 

CCTV cameras had been installed.  

Let’s hope it will be true for Noetzie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMERA POSITIONS, from top:                             
Wagon road at river gate, public steps, river gate 

facing West, bottom of Wagon road, parking area. 
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The lockdown has had some delightful 

upturns. The birds have been singing 

louder and the animals have been      

moving closer.  

Who knows how close because there have been no 
wildlife cameras at Noetzie after fires. This was due 
first to increased pressure on wildlife from lots of 
reconstruction and development of Noetzie homes. 
I suspect that our camera trap program will resume 
shortly if we have no more absurd things happen 
to us.  Meanwhile, see Melanie’s photo gallery 
further down. 

In 2019 the NCOA purchased “new technology” E. 
coli water testing kits from a company called 
Aquagenics. These testing kits were a 
breakthrough for testing water safety on site.   

Historically one had to take samples of river water, 
put them on ice and get them as fast as possible to 
a laboratory for testing. The problems were that E. 
coli starts to deteriorate after just 4 hours and the 
first lab we used with the Knysna Water Basin 
Project was in Cape Town. That meant getting the 
samples very early to the Knysna hospital in order 
to catch a ride with the blood tests to Groote 
Schuur in Cape Town.   

After a while, we discovered that the George 
laboratory at the sewerage plant was accredited 
for water testing and we took our samples through 
asap.  After a while, I was feeling that the reports 
did not seem to fit the expectations of the water 
samples we supplied.  

For example, one should not get a zero result from 
river water because healthy river water from a 
diverse biota has E.coli.    

 

It was then that the NCOA decided to use local 
laboratories which were not accredited but could 
at least provide the information we were seeking 
with these tests. However, down the line we started 
receiving impossible results to our very expensive 
test batches and some members even felt that 
using a non-accredited laboratory was 
problematic. The lack of confidence at this point 
led the NCOA to discover these new tests online, 
which we are now using. The beauty of these is that 
one can do any number of tests, at any time, and 
one can have the results after the incubation 
period of about 48 hours, depending on the 
ambient temperature. These tests have 
empowered us.  

The way they work is that one takes the water 
samples, incubates them for a given time with a 
standard “test bud” which provides the formula to 
grow any possible E.coli available in the sample.   

To give us an indication of how sensitive 

the tests are I first performed a Noetzie 

baseline with four tests. 

The first one with peroxide in the water which 
would obliterate any bacteria and therefore render 
the test results clear, which it did.  

 

Environmental report 
Marina Devine and Wendy Dewberry 
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The second sample was rain tap water which was 
also expected to be clear of E.coli. I was hopeful 
for this outcome, since it was our tap water! The 
results showed no E.coli. 

 

The third sample was river water which was 
expected to show very low levels of E. coli. Here, I 
was hoping for an indication that the tests could 
discriminate between no, small and large amounts 
of E.coli. 

  

 

 

The fourth water sample was one with E. coli and 
don’t ask because science is science! This showed 
a fully dangerous level of contamination in the 
sample.  At last I felt very happy that we now had a 
reliable E.coli testing method.  

 

The rainwater was completely yellow at the top 
end of the scale (see the reference chart) and the 
E.coli sample was completely green on the bottom 
end of the scale.  

It will be used to monitor the health of the river 
water, especially over season when septic tanks 
and soak-away need to be fully functional.  

 



 

 

 

The NCOA was thrilled to learn that Chris 

Everett plans to print a fourth edition of 

his book Noetzie - An Illustrated History.   

As many of you know, getting your hands on a 
copy of this book is a difficult task. Chris’ plans are 
to update the book to include the 2017 fires, new 

ownership, and other relevant info that may be 
provided from the community.  The book will only 
be produced in a quantity to fill pre-paid orders, 
so make sure and place your order with Sandi 
Braun via email at braunie1@mac.com if you 
haven’t already done so.  The cost is R600 each.  If 
all goes to plan, the books should be ready in time 
for the Christmas holidays.  Thank you Chris! 

 

 

 

 

A common smooth hound shark was 

found dead near the Oyster Rocks at 

Noetzie in late May. 

Geremy Cliff, recently-retired head of research at 
the KwaZulu-Natal Sharks Board, identified the 
shark from photographs we sent him. 

There were plenty of otter spoor in the wet sand 
around the shark, as if they had seriously 
investigated the creature. 

Geremy wrote: “Interesting to see the otter 
footprints but no sign of any scavenging. I guess 
dead shark is not in their diet.” He said the 
common smooth hound (Mustelus mustelus) was 
pale grey with a slender body, two  

 

almost similar-sized dorsal fins and dark oval eye. 
“My first suspicion is that it was left by an angler 
but without any evidence like a hook mark in the 
jaw, we can't say,” he said. 

Geremy said based on the pair of elongated 
claspers, it was a mature male. The claspers are 
used to fertilise female sharks internally. 

Apparently the sharks got their name from the fact 
that they congregate in large numbers, like a pack 
of dogs. 

They have a wide distribution from Angola, 
Namibia and all around the southern African coast, 
and are also found from the UK to the 
Mediterranean and the coast of West Africa. 

The smooth hounds feed mainly on crustaceans, 
but also some fish and cephalopods like squid and 
octopus. They are considered good eating in some 
regions, and exploited commercially in Europe, 
the Mediterranean and West African water for 
food. 

This one was not measured, but mature males are 
usually 70 to 74cm long, while mature females are 
usually 80cm. The females give birth after a 
gestation period of 10 to 11 months to live young, 
anything from four to 17 pups a litter. 

The IUCN classifies their status as “vulnerable”. 

Noetzie - an illustrated history, 4th edition 

 

Smooth hound shark 
Melanie Gosling 
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Obituary: Terry Ryan and Tony Ryan 

 

 

 

 

PAT Henderson, 92, lost both her sons in a little 
over a year. 

Terry Ryan, 70, died in hospital in Gaborone on 21 
May 2020 after suffering a heart attack and later a 
stroke. 

Terry was born in Mberengwa, Zimbabwe on 4th 
September 1949. 

His older brother Tony Ryan died in hospital in 
Gaborone on 21 March 2019 at the age 71, after 
complications from duodenal ulcers. 

Tony was born in Bulawayo on 4th January 1948. 

Older Noetzie residents will remember both Terry 
and Tony who first came to Noetzie in the early 

1970s after their mother, Pat, had married Alan 
Henderson in1969. 

Both her sons got married in the same year as Pat 
and Alan. 

They became part of The Castle Christmas 
holidays, with their sisters Sharon, Cathy and Lynn, 
and many will remember them helping with the 
traditional “open house” New Year’s braai at the 
Castle to which all Noetzie people were invited. 

Terry leaves his wife, Joan, and three 
grandchildren. 

Tony leaves his wife Lyn, three children, four 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community news 

HAPPIER DAYS: Pat Henderson with her two sons, 
Tony Ryan (left) and Terry Ryan, in 2018. 
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Obituary: Tim Gwyn-Jones 

Tim Gwyn-Jones, 81, the owner of the old Pezula 
castle, died in hospital in the UK on 8th April. 

His family said Tim had died of the impact of 
Covid-19 on other long-term health issues. 

Tim was born in Bromley, UK on 12th April 1938. 

Before buying Pezula Castle, Tim bought a 
beachfront plot at Noetzie on the western 
boundary of Montrose in March 2013 and put up a 
small wooden structure in the trees. He later 
bought Pezula castle from Chesterfield Group 
Holdings and had the two properties consolidated 
in 2015. 

He then began renovating old Pezula castle, which 
was built by Herbert Stephen Henderson in the 
early 1930s. 

Tim also owned two houses in Pezula Private 
Estate, both of which burned in the 2017 Garden 
Route fires. 

Tim’s son, Dominic, described his father as an 
astute businessman who had built up a family 
business in property, and a keen sportsman who 
played cricket, tennis and skied. 

“Dad enjoyed his racing, being a keen visitor to 
Ascot and Goodwood, and had a couple of horses 
in training over the years. He became an MFH 
(Master of Foxhounds) of the East Galway Hunt in 
Ireland in 1971 and continued riding into his early 
70s,” Dominic said. 

 

 

 

 

Julie Gosling remembers Tim as a great lover of 
picnics. 

“He would always invite me to join him, often on 
the beach, and he loved his bread and pâté. He 
always went for a swim.” 

Tim leaves wife Tzaraine and sons Henry, Dominic 
and Rollo. 

 

 

 

 

  

BEACHSIDE: Tim Gwyn-Jones on one of his many 
Noetzie picnics. 
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All over the world wild animals have taken 
advantage of the global coronavirus lockdown with 
fewer people around, less noise and traffic, and 
have moved into towns and suburbs they would 
normally avoid. 

Even at peaceful and pretty natural Noetzie wildlife 
are moving more freely. 

Julie Gosling, who is spending lockdown at 
Noetzie, said there are otter prints all over the 
beach, not just the normal track to the sea and 
back to the river.  

 

 

 

 

“The tracks are all over, right up to the houses and 
down to the sea. They must run around like 
people. The fiscal flycatchers come right into the 
house now.” 

A huge leopard tortoise made its home in their 
garden, happily drinking from the ground-level 
bird bath and grazing her grass. A male bushbuck 
arrived in the garden the day lockdown started, 
and it seems that he has made the headland his 
stamping ground and is often in the car park and 
surrounds. 

Baboons weed the pot plants, and even use the 
lawn as a nice quiet spot for mating. 

 

 

 

 

Lockdown wildlife 

 

NEW RANGE: A 
male bushbuck was 
quick to move into 
the garden of Julie 
Gosling and Wendy 
Dewberry on the 
first day of 
lockdown and is 
often seen swanning 
about and nibbling 
on vegetation. 
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WEEDING, left: These may look like weeds to you but to 
me they are darn tasty titbits. 

CRUISING, below: A mountain tortoise enjoys a bit of 
buffalo grass. 

PRIMAL LIFE: A 
couple of baboons 
take advantage of 
the deserted lawn. 
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Chair: Joanna Taylor (taylor@psychiatryvillagemed.co.za) 

Vice-chair: Andre Steyn (andre@steyncapitalmanagement.com) 

Treasurer: Sandi Braun (braunie1@mac.com) 

Secretary: Nicolette Steyn (nicolette@steyncapitalmanagement.com) 

Conservation and Ward 9 representative: Wendy Dewberry (whistle@agnet.co.za) 

Conservation: Marina Devine: (marinadevine27@gmail.com) 

Municipal Liaison: Melanie Gosling (melanie.gosling@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

Recent rainfall at Noetzie 
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