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Chairman’s Chat
E J (Robby) Robertson
NCOA Chairman 2017
We are already three months into 2017. Wow how time flies.
To keep you updated, Julie Gosling and I have recently had an introductory meeting with the Ward
Councillor Mark Willemse which was useful, and aim to invite him to our meetings with the Knysna
Municipal officials.
We, together with the Pezula Private Estate (PPE) manager, engaged with representatives of the
South Cape Fire Protection Association and should shortly receive their recommendation on the
mechanism for dealing with fynbos burning primarily on Pezula land. Despite the zoning approval
for the development of the PPE requiring regular programmed burning, this has not occurred for
various reasons. Clearly the matter is not simply a case that PPE must comply, there are risks and
inconveniences associated with burning on the Estate. At the same time there are huge risks if

nothing is done, and these risks extend to Noetzie, and in particular the top headland properties. But
there are other ways of exercising control, and thus we await the SCFPA’s advice. Once we and PPE
have received and considered this, we will probably have to take the matter to the Knysna
Municipality, as it may require adjustments to the zoning conditions, and to the Province who are
owners of the school or ‘outdoor classroom’ site.
While the NCOA Committee has yet to have our first meeting for the year with the Knysna
Municipality, it is pleasing to note that there has been some movement on the issue of access
through Pezula. A stakeholder meeting was arranged, but unfortunately later postponed. We have
also received a proposed Memorandum of Understanding regarding the NCOA involvement in
repairing assets owned by the Municipality, e.g., the river boardwalk.
The Committee will keep you informed on these matters as they play out.

Treasurer’s Report
Margi Dane

Subscriptions
Sincere thanks to all members who have paid subs for the current financial year. With the exception
of 12 erven, all subscriptions have been paid to date.
The subscriptions collected by the NCOA are primarily used for:
1. the reimbursement of consultants employed from time to time
2. the reimbursement of contractors employed to do repair works that are the responsibility
of the NCOA
3. the reimbursement of contractors employed to do repair works that NCOA regards as the
responsibility of others, but these persons are not doing their duty and that dangerous
conditions have developed
4. a “war-chest” to be used in the event that legal action is taken against the NCOA or legal
action is taken by the NCOA
5. operating costs such as water testing, phone calls, printing, photocopying etc

Beached seal
Iona Everett
In early January a Cape fur seal came ashore on
Noetzie Beach. It was a big old bull seal who had
obviously been tired out by the storms at sea.
He spent one day near the rocks on the west side of
the beach and came up again the next day closer to
the mouth of the Noetzie River. I must congratulate

the tenants at North Cottage who
protected
him
from
the
uneducated people on the beach
who had no idea of how to treat a
wild animal. They put up a sign and
created a rock circle about 3
metres away from him to show
people to go no closer than this. In
the picture below you can see how
close people stood even after
being asked to move back. Despite
this a member of the public tried
to sit astride the seal and have his
picture taken. He was indignant
when the seal turned on him!
It’s not uncommon to come across a seemingly stranded sea creature along the shoreline, but while
your first instinct may be to rush to its rescue, there are a few things to keep in mind to ensure both
your own and the animal’s safety. Some people have no knowledge so here goes with a few tips.
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Observe the animal from a distance. Spend some time watching it to establish whether it
seems to be in distress, pain or discomfort. Keep other people and pets away from
investigating it.
Don’t touch, pick it up or pour water on it. Even if it does seem in need of help, remain at a
safe distance. Remember that these creatures are wild and may cause you harm out of a sheer
instinctive need to protect themselves. Apart from this, your presence may cause it further
stress.
Don’t try to return it to the ocean. Some marine animals, such as seals, often make their way
to shore to have a bit of a rest and would not appreciate you ushering it back into the waves.
Just because the seal is not moving, or sitting alone, does not mean it is sick or in need of help.
Report! If it does seem like the animal is in obvious distress, or pain, it should be reported to
the relevant authorities. Time is of the essence, especially in the case of whales and dolphins
that have beached.
When reporting the stranded animal, it’s very important that you can identify what kind of
creature it is. While you may not know the exact species, it will be important to explain
whether it’s a whale, dolphin, seal, seagull, penguin etc, so that rescuers bring the correct
equipment.
Once you’ve identified it, being able to describe its state of distress would also be helpful. Try
to note any injuries, strange sounds, unusual movements, as well as any distinguishing
physical features.
Giving specific details about the animal’s location is of the utmost importance, as it would
save the rescue team a lot of time not having to figure it out themselves.
Don’t move from the spot until the rescue team arrives. They might need you to describe the
scene prior to their arrival.

I have also included at the end of the newsletter a poster from Department of Environmental Affairs
and City of Cape Town on beached Whales and Dolphins.
PS: My article for this newsletter is on the Cape fur seal so read it for more information on these
curious and playful mammals, often referred to as the ‘dogs of the ocean’.
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Peeps into the Past
Chris Everett

The Meandering Noetzie River Mouth
When I first came to Noetzie in December 1959, the river flowed out hard against the rocks on the
Eastern side of the beach, and there were substantial dunes to the East of Montrose Castle.
However my uncle Neville, who had spent part of his honeymoon at Noetzie in about 1950 at Pezula
Castle while it was still a boarding house, told us that the small stone wall that was then visible to
the right of the river was actually very large and the river used to flow out straight alongside it. We
had to wait many years to see it there again, but in the meanwhile the mouth has meandered back
and forth across the beach, unfortunately, with the aid of some good storms, removing the bottom
part of Old Waggon Road in the process.

Right - Early 60’s – surfing the incoming
Spring tide with the river against the
rocks well to the East

Another view with the river to the East and a recent one where it is right to the West
I thought that this phenomenon was worth a closer look, so here is a slightly scientific Peep into the
Past.
The term meander derives from the Meander River located in present-day Turkey and known to
the Ancient Greeks as Maiandros which is characterised by a very convoluted path along its lower
reach.
When moving water in a stream flows around a meander,
centrifugal forces cause the water to flow fastest around the
outside of the bend. This erodes the outer bank of the curve,
where it runs faster, while the water on the inner curve of
the river runs more slowly, has less energy and deposits silt.
A stream thus generally assumes a meandering course,
alternately eroding sediments from the outside of a bend and
depositing them on the inside.
All well and good, but why should our river continue to move, almost from one side of the beach to
the other? There seems to be no absolutely firm explanation that I could find, except that the
meander train is assumed to be the result of fluctuations of the direction of flow due to the random
presence of direction-changing obstacles in the river path. The reason may be that as the long-shore
sea current varies, so does the rate and position at which sand is deposited by the current near or at
the river mouth. This may depend very largely upon the dynamics of the currents within the bay,
which are also affected by winds and storms.

To finish here are a few shots of the changes in the mouth since 2002.

November 2002

May 2006

August 2011

August 2013

To finish – the situation in April 2016 – and judging by the colour of the water – in flood!

st

Municipal Valuations 1 July
th
2017 to 30 June 2022.
Julie Gosling
Please check your valuations and be sure to submit your objections by midday on the 24 th March
2017 via email to valuations@knysna.gov.za or fax 086-500-9721. Objection forms are available on
the municipal website www.knysna.gov.za.
For reference, I have included a chart indicating erf number, size, and price of empty stands that
have sold at Noetzie over the past four years.
Portion No
Size
Price
New Erf No
February 2017

Portion 76

533m2

R1 080 000

20367

August 2016

Portion 55

661m2

R875 000

20352

July 2015

Portion 84

661m2

R1 400 000

30374

November 2014

Portion 58

743m2

R1 100 000

20352

July 2012

Portion 63

550m2

R550 000

20359

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you require any assistance or further information. Julie Gosling
knoetzie@mweb.co.za.

An Obituary and
Congratulations
Chris Everett

Fleur Alison Reid – 13 April 1934 to 5 March 2017
We are very sorry to record the death of another of Noetzie’s great characters, Fleur Reid, who died
shortly before her 83rd birthday. The Noetzie Community expresses its condolences Alison and Hub
Sandberg, Julie and Mark Stevenson and Marina and Derek Devine as well as Fleur’s six
grandchildren, Dale, Rory, Finn, Bella, Jessica and James.
Fleur and Nimmo
Fleur was born in Ixopo, Natal and grew up on a dairy farm,
both her father and grandfather being dairy farmers. She
matriculated at Girls’ High School in Pietermaritzburg and
worked as a nurse until marrying Nimmo, a descendant of the
famous Thesen Family. Nimmo had studied Geology at Natal
University, and for a while worked as a Geologist in Tanzania
(then Tanganyika) for Williams Diamond mine where Fleur joined him as a newly married wife in in
the late 50’s. This was a huge change from anything Fleur had known previously, as they had to
camp a lot of the time, and often had lions attacking the livestock of their helpers. They were sent to
various isolated areas where they would set up a bush-camp, from where Nimmo would work for a
few months at a time.
When their first child (Alison) was due to be born, they moved back to South Africa, where Nimmo
worked for Anglo American and they were based in Mount Ayliff near Kokstad, until they decided to
buy a dairy farm in the Natal Midlands in 1967, which they ran until 1976, when the area was
earmarked for expropriation by the government. They then
moved to Knysna where they bought a farm in the
Rheenendal District, where the entire family is still based
and active, running the farm since Nimmo’s untimely death
in 1992.

Dale and Matt
Congratulations! - Fleur’s eldest grand-daughter Dale
married Matt Matthee in St George’s Church, Knysna on
Saturday 17 December 2016 and Fleur was there to see it.

Acacia mearnsii or Black
Wattle
Wendy Dewberry

Black wattle gall-midge placed up Noetzie River
Acacia mearnsii or Black Wattle as it is better known, is a native Australian evergreen tree and is
listed as the foremost invasive species across the globe – www.iucngisd.org/gisd/100_worst.php.
The leaves of the Acacia mearnsii cause allelopathic inhibition of competing seeds which causes
drastic biodiversity loss. It rapidly spreads into water systems, choking up rivers and puts an
enormous strain on an already water-thirsty environment and agricultural economy. The South
African Government spends billions of Rand per annum trying to manage the invasion of Acacia
mearnsii against the power and will of the timber industry which has historically fought against
biological control methods to protect its thriving wattle growing industry for tanning and fastgrowing pole-timber.
Of all the management approaches it is currently thought that biological control methods are the
most successful (Richardson & Kluge, 2008). The biological control method now being used is the
species-specific gall midge Dasineura rubiformis (Diptera: Cecidomyiidae). Stellenbosch is the centre
for studies and distribution of the midge (Impson, Kleinjan, Hoffman & Post, 2008).
A local Zoologist and fellow Environment Forum member in Knysna - Dr Chris Gow - gave a branch
of midges to the Noetzie Conservancy which has been put in situ up the Noetzie river by Wendy
Dewberry and Tim Everett on the 7 March 2017. While we will not see the effects of these midges in
our lifetime because the
existing seed bank is able to
remain dormant for up to 50
years awaiting fire or soil
disruption, the spread of these
midges will render every seed in
every new flower benign. For
this reason, it is important that
the midges have a healthy space
to proliferate.
Tim Everett tying on the gall
midges.

The Noetzie community has been persistently active and therefore successful over the decades in
keeping the lower reaches of the Noetzie River free of wattle infestation.
We will be required to continue with this tradition despite the gall midge colonies up river which will
deal with the relatively dense growth over time.
Small trees can be physically pulled but the surrounding soil disturbance could cause dormant seeds
to germinate. Frilling, also known as ring-barking, is preferred for large trees as it negates the
requirement for poisons which would have other harmful effects on the ecosystem. To successfully
frill a black wattle one must be sure to remove both layers of soft bark with a panga in a complete
foot wide frill at the base of the tree. Cutting an acacia down with a saw will cause it to sprout or
“coppice” many heads which are near impossible to remove without poisons and this is earnestly
discouraged.
Impson, F.A.C.; Kleinjan, C.A.; Hoffmann, J.H. & Post, J.A. 2008. Dasineura rubiformis (Diptera:
Cecidomyiidae), a new biological control agent for Acacia mearnsii in South Africa. S. Afr. J.
Sci. [online].
2008,
vol.104,
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?Pid=S003823532008000400003&script=sci_arttext&tlng=pt .
Richardson & Kluge, 2008. Seed banks of invasive Australian Acacia species in South Africa: Role in
invasiveness and options for management. Perspectives in Plant Ecology, Evolution and Systematics.
Volume 10, Issue 3. (http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1433831908000346)

Congratulations
Marlene Boyce has been appointed as the new Knysna Director:
Planning & Development.
Having been in the employ of the municipality for the past 10
years, and in the position of Acting Director for the post,
Boyce is certainly no newcomer to the organisation nor the
department. She previously filled the posts of Compliance
Officer, Neighbourhood Revitalisation Programme Coordinator
and Acting Manager: Solid Waste.
Boyce is legally qualified having obtained her Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Law and her L.L.B. from the University of the
Western Cape. She also holds a certificate in Municipal
Governance & Legislation from Stellenbosch University and an MA in Development
Studies from the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University.

Venomous Snake Handling
Course
Julie Gosling
I recently attended a snake handling course at Driftsands Environmental Centre in Cape Town. It was
a two day course run by the Cape Reptile Institute and facilitated by Dr Tony Phelps, Marcel Witberg
and Kobus Smit. The first day dealt with snake awareness and first aid. This included snake
identification and handling of non-venomous snakes and what to do if you or your buddy gets bitten
by a venomous snake. Day one ended with a written test.

The second day was venomous snake handling for the three species - Cape cobra, Puff adder, and
Boomslang followed by a written test. Just when we thought it was over we were told that we would
be required to carry out a “scenario” – a snake removal call out. We were called out of the lecture
room in pairs and directed either outside or into the men’s loos. My partner, Steve, opted to carry
the snake bin, so I took the hooks. To cut a very tense story short, we found a very large and scared
Cape cobra behind the door. Using all that we had learned over the past two days, we binned a
hissing and hooding Cape cobra.

The CRI Snake Awareness, Identification and Handling course is FGASA endorsed so I am now a
qualified snake handler, and you can call me if ever you need a snake removed from your home.

Please note that none of the green snakes at Noetzie are venomous, they are all harmless. Call me
on 044 384 2913 (h) 044 382 7010 (w) Julie Gosling

Cape fur seals
Iona Everett

There are two subspecies of this fur seal - the South African or Cape fur seal (Arctocephalus pusillus
pusillus) and the Australian fur seal (A. pusillus doriferus). The Australian fur seal population is
believed to be derived from the South African fur seal population. Cape fur seals are endemic to
Southern Africa. They are found as far north as the southern tip of Angola, with colonies occurring all
along the coastlines of Namibia and South Africa, to Black Rocks, Algoa Bay, near Port Elizabeth in
South Africa.

If you go out to sea along South Africa’s west or
southern coastline, there’s an excellent chance
of sighting a seal. South African fur seals are not
known to migrate. seals are ballet dancers in the
water, porpoising alongside boats and bobbing
up to gaze at you with enormous eyes. They’re
playful and will sometimes interact with divers
and snorkellers. Sometimes they’ll loaf in the
slight swell, flippers aloft, sunning themselves and keeping an eye out for a likely fish to eat.
According to the most recent estimations, roughly 2 million Cape fur seals reside in this range. seals
are among the few mammals whose numbers are increasing. Living in large colonies, the vast
majority have settled along the pristine and wild beaches of southern Namibia as well as on islands
just off the West coast of South Africa. The nearest colony to Noetzie is off Robberg at Plettenberg
Bay. Since they are not nearly as agile on land as they are in the water, these secluded locations
offer protection from human interference, land-based predators and habitat destruction. Pups are
still “culled” in some areas for their fur.
Once they’ve reached adulthood, males are normally much larger than females, measuring around
1.8 - 2.3 m in length and weighing 200 – 360 kg, while adult females measure 1.2 - 1.7 m in length
and weigh 35 – 110 kg. Pups are born measuring 60 – 80 cm in length and weighing 5 – 6 kg, male
pups being slightly longer and heavier than female pups. South African fur seals have been known to
dive to over 400 m. They’re only moderately agile on land but climb rocks surprisingly well. They’re
mostly brown, but shades vary from caramel to dark chocolate. The pups are born black and slowly
grow lighter.
Within colonies you will find that males who have reached sexual maturity will gather a harem of
females. Depending on the size of the colony, these harems can be as large as 50+ females at a time.
Females become sexually mature at 3 - 4 years and males at 4 - 5 years, the males not reaching
social maturity however until they are 10 - 13 years of age. South African fur seals may live for up to
25 years. Females are able to delay fertilisation for up to three months, in order to ensure that they
will only give birth to pups at the beginning of summer – normally late November or early
December. These pups are born without blubber and are unable to swim, making them highly
dependent on their mothers for nutrition and protection.
It usually takes about three months for seal pups to
make their way into the water and swim confidently
on their own. The best time of year to witness this
cute clumsiness is at the beginning of March.
seal pups are easy to spot, as they are much tinier
than the rest of the colony. They also have darker
fur, appearing pitch black underwater.
While pups are suckled for the first few weeks of
their lives, they eventually have to join their parents

and older siblings in the hunt for food. Cape fur seals are traditionally most fond of pilchards and
anchovies. They feed up to 180 km offshore on these pelagic schooling fish. However, since the
numbers of these fish have been dwindling, mostly due to overfishing, seals have had to look for
alternative sources of food. Their diet also includes the occasional Cape gannet, Cape cormorant or
African penguin. The seals are preyed on by sharks and killer whales. Pups on the mainland are also
taken by the black-backed jackal and brown hyena.
The seal family tree includes three main groups: true seals, fur seals and sea lions. There are a
couple of differences between fur seals and true seals. Firstly, fur seals have cute little ears on the
sides of their heads, while true seals have no external ears. fur seals also have larger front flippers,
which they use to propel themselves through
the water, unlike true seals who motor along
using their back flippers.
While Cape fur seals seem to have tiny eyes
on land, they pop wide open under water,
taking on something of a torch-like look. With
the ability to dive to great depths, their
intensely-developed eyes help them to see in
even the murkiest conditions.

Fur seals are so called, because they have two thick
layers of fur – a soft inner layer and a more bristly
outer layer. Along with a layer of blubber on the
inside of their skins, this fur helps keep them warm
in the freezing water they like to fish and play in.
Sadly, this has also made them the target of much
violence, as seal fur coats were a sought-after
fashion item not too many decades ago. Fortunately,
fur has become largely taboo in the fashion industry
and seal-hunting is now illegal in most countries.
Namibia, however, is one of the countries that has
continued the killing (mostly of pups) under the
guise of culling.
The fishermen complain bitterly about the seals, but they are a pleasure to watch (although being
downwind of a colony can be an assault on the nostrils). The great white sharks certainly aren’t
complaining, as seals have become a major food source for them. A standard shark-attracting decoy
is a cut-out seal shape used on most shark-watching operations in False Bay, Gansbaai and Mossel
Bay.

AGM
The AGM of the Noetzie Conservancy Owners’ Association (NCOA) took place at 10 am on Friday
30th December at the Everett House, Nou en Dan, Noetzie. The minutes in Draft form are available
on the website.

Research Projects
Aubrey and Liz Wynne-Jones have been kindly sponsoring research by various students at Noetzie
and they were assisted by Wendy Dewberry.
The Theses of the four students who did a study at Noetzie as part of their post graduate degree in
Environmental Studies have been passed on to me. I will be including an edited summary from one
of the reports in each newsletter this year. Please feel free to contact me or Aubrey if you want any
further information from the report.
Iona Everett

Effects of residential infrastructure on bird community composition in the
Noetzie Conservancy, South Africa
K. Babilon - School of Natural Resources Management,
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, George, South Africa
Abstract
With the ever-growing human population, the pressure on natural habitats is increasingly observed
on a global scale. This report evaluates the effects of anthropogenic development on the bird
community composition of the Noetzie Conservancy in the Southern Cape, South Africa. The author
looks at the effects of increasing disturbance in gardens adjacent to the indigenous afrotemperate
forest.
Procedure
Three plots were selected for sampling: two situated in gardens with varying levels of disturbance;
the third plot being situated in the afrotemperate forest- away from anthropogenic disturbances.
This was used as a benchmark. The same method was applied to the fynbos, although only two plots
were used - one plot in a disturbed area and one plot in natural fynbos. The bird community
composition was recorded through species diversity rather than population size.
Bird conservation in Africa is often overlooked, despite their obvious ecological importance as an
integral part of any ecosystem. They can have a great economic influence on protected areas by

attracting national and international tourism. Over 2,000 species of bird are found in Africa,
representing 20 % of the world’s population. Africa has high levels of endemism, with approximately
nine-tenths being endemic to the continent (Brooks & Thompson, 2001). Disturbingly, the rate of
extinction is alarmingly high, with a sixth of endemic species being threatened and described as
having a “high probability of extinction in the wild in the medium-term future” (Birldlife
International, 2000).
A decline in bird sightings has been observed by landowners of the Noetzie Conservancy, however
this is based merely on random observations by the stakeholders rather than through any scientific
approach. The Noetzie Conservancy Owners’ Association (NCOA) publish a tri-annual newsletter
containing any relevant information and observations within the conservancy. The newsletter was
first published in winter 2010 and posted on the NCOA website, where the first record of bird
sightings was made.
(Editor’s Comment – In fact the newsletter was started in 1999 and used to be posted to all
owners, but it was first put on the website in 2010. Comments on sightings have been made from
that time)
Donald Fabian reported a decline in bird sightings in the summer 2013 edition of the NCOA
newsletter. The author described the absence of Swift Terns, Sandwich Terns, and Arctic Terns which
typically migrate to the southern African shores in late summer (Sinclair & Hockey, 2005). The author
also noticed a decline in Giant Kingfisher sightings from previous years, when the species was
commonly seen. Swift and Swallow sightings were also in decline compared to other years, however
an unusual observation of 300 Barn Swallows congregating for migration on a telephone pole at
Noetzie was also observed.
A positive correlation has been detected between the increase in levels of infrastructural
development, higher human density, domestic animals and the reduction of wildlife species and
diversity and abundance (van Rensburg et al., 2004). The constant demand for new residential land
may threaten the bird populations found in the Conservancy
Ultimately, the goal of this study is to inform the Noetzie Conservancy Management Plan as to the
impacts of development on bird communities in Noetzie. The study aims to
•
•
•

help Noetzie stakeholders to gain a better understanding of the composition of the bird
communities within the different habitats (fynbos and forest) identified at Noetzie;
determine if the human density and man-made infrastructure adversely affects bird
community composition;
provide a better understanding of the factors affecting bird community composition. Once the
different communities are identified within each benchmark site, a special emphasis will be
placed on monitoring bird communities in proximity of the infrastructure – namely the
gardens, roads and infrastructure offered to tourists.

The collection of data occurred over a period of 8 days, spread between the month of April and May.
Two sessions were conducted in the morning and two sessions in the afternoon. A stationary point
count is recommended for studying forest species due to the difficulty of terrain and low visibility
(Bibby et al., 1992). This method was applied to the fynbos as well, for uniformity. The author kept

the same data collection method for each sampling plot to eliminate possible bias. An hour was
spent on each sampling plot using the stationary point count method which entailed silently sitting
at a chosen spot, recording birds through visual sighting and calls.
The census was conducted in the early morning, two hours after sunrise when bird activity is at its
peak and two hours before sunset (Skwono & Bond, 2003). This allowed the author to record two
sample plots in the morning and an additional two in the afternoon. A total of 30 samples were
therefore conducted, 10 samples for each sample plots.
Results
The results were of significance, with the highest species diversity in the natural habitat. The natural
afrotemperate forest revealed a total of 28 species, whilst the disturbed plots revealed totals of 5
and 12 respectively. The undisturbed fynbos revealed a total of 21 species, whilst only 10 species
were recorded in the disturbed plot. The study showed a significant difference in bird community
composition which correlated with the disturbance of natural processes.
The species diversity increased considerably in DF02, with a total of 12 species recorded. The highest
diversity recorded in a single count was of 6 species, and the lowest at 3 species. Although these
numbers are low, the species diversity is higher than in the highly disturbed garden. The Fork-tailed
Drongo (D. adsimilis) and Dusky Flycatcher (M.adusta) were common residents observed in most
counts, while more elusive species such the Green-backed Camaroptera (Camaroptera brachyura)
and the Grey Cuckoo-Shrike (Coracina caesia) were observed on a single occasion. Other common
species recorded in the plot were Cape Robin-Chat (Cossypha caffra); Olive Thrush (Turdus
olivaceus); Sombre Greenbul (A. importumus); and the Cape White-Eye (Zosterops Capensis).
As expected, the counts conducted away from any anthropological disturbance revealed the highest
species density. During the 10 counts conducted in the indigenous afrotemperate forest, 28 species
were recorded. The mean diversity encountered per count was 11.2 species. The highest diversity
over one count was of 16 species recorded in the afternoon whereas the morning counts revealed a
lower diversity with only 9 species recorded.
During the survey conducted in the disturbed fynbos plot, DFy01, a total of 10 species were
recorded. The number of species encountered during a single sampling exercise was however much
lower, with a mean of 2.6 species observed per sample. The highest number of species observed
during one sampling exercise was four species while the lowest number was of a single species. The
Southern Double-collared Sunbird (C.chalebeus), Greater Double-collared Sunbird (C.afer) and the
Southern Boubou (L.ferrugineus) were common residents in the garden. Most of the other species,
such as Karoo Prinia (Prinia maculosa), Cape White-eye (Z. Capensis), and Sombre Greenbul
(A.importunus) were infrequent visitors to the garden, in most cases landing in a bush within the
plot borders before fleeing.
The survey in the undisturbed fynbos plot, UFy01, revealed a total of 21 species of bird overall. The
mean number of species encountered during a single sampling exercise was of 8.5 species per
sample. The highest number of species observed during a single sampling exercise was 11 species
and the lowest accounted for only six species. A total of four species of sunbird were observed in

the undisturbed fynbos with the Southern Double-collared Sunbird (C.chalebeus), Greater Doublecollared Sunbird (C.afer) and Orange-breasted Sunbird (Anthobaphes violacea) being some of the
most common residents. An Amethyst Sunbird (Chalcomitra amethystina) was observed on a single
occasion. Predator birds namely, Forest Buzzard (Buteo trizonatus) and Jackal Buzzard (B.rufofuscus)
were observed circling over the plots and actively hunting the area and were therefore added to the
list of species observed. The results for the afrotemperate forest and coastal fynbos are presented
below (Figure 1; Figure 2).
Figure 1
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Figure 2

Finally
We hope the information contained in this Newsletter and the others sent out during the year is of
interest and value to all homeowners, particularly those who only visit for short periods of the year.
We would like to thank all those who support the NCOA and its activities.
Particular thanks are due to the committed homeowners who volunteer their time and efforts to
assist in various ways, all helping to make Noetzie a special place and a destination worth looking
forward to when holidays come around.
The Committee of the NCOA would like to thank their families whose support is enormous and
without whom the NCOA would be unable to function to the benefit of all owners.

