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Chairman’s Chat
by Cathy Shimmin
What a privilege it is to be custodians of Noetzie - sometimes hard and uncertain, but always a joy.
There are many debates to be had on how to keep the sense of place whilst encouraging people to come
and experience “unhindered” nature. As the Christmas hordes (of which I am one), descend on the coast,
we need to showcase without changing, make access easier without destroying.
As residents and homeowners, we need to debate how we introduce modern amenities without polluting
the water, without polluting the nights with unneeded lighting, how to retain access and views without
destroying the delicate forest.
There is so much information on “conservation” that is out of sync with a place like Noetzie that we need to
continue to discuss how to keep a balance.
This year the committee has continued this conversation to ensure that homeowners are aided in these
methods. We have provided two documents to assist with maintaining the status quo (the Duty of Care
document) and GEM (Guidelines for Environmental Management), to provide guidance on a range of topics
that might assist anyone thinking of embarking on changes. Both documents are on the website for your
use. The Duty of Care document is now governed by a Municipal OSCAE contract, also on the website, that
for the next two years will allow maintenance on a number of aspects of the properties. The GEM is a quick
reference on a number of topics, intended to start a conversation on matters that are near and dear to all
of our hearts. This document is a living document and if anybody has any suggestions for new topics that
need to be researched, or comments on the current ones, we would be happy to hear from you.
Notification of the new financial year has been sent to you. Please do update your information and send it
back to Laurel. We sometimes battle to contact residents when needed and a big effort is being made to

update all of the information not only of owners, but family members and all interested parties - so send
back as much information as you can.
th

We will be sending out the notification of the AGM, which will be at 10am on the 27 December at Julie’s
house. We would love to see as many of you there as can make it. It is always a lovely social occasion but
it’s also important to get and receive input; how else can we maintain our beautiful place??
I hope that everyone heading down to Noetzie for Christmas has a wonderful break. Travel safely!

Noetzie River Monitoring
Program
by Marina Devine
At the beginning of the year we had a lot of data about the e-coli in the Noetzie river and didn’t quite know
how to find out what the normal readings should be - if the Noetzie river was in trouble or not.
So Wendy Dewberry and I consulted Dr Ian Russel from SAN Parks at Rondevlei, who is currently doing
research on the lakes and rivers around Wilderness. He basically told us that it is very difficult to establish
what is normal for a river without a history of data over a wide spectrum. On this information we decided
to start monitoring the river, lagoon and beach.

Once a month, Wendy and I go down to the river and take water samples from four different spots. We
measure the pH, (acidity or alkalinity), the temperature, the turbidity, (clarity) and the salinity of the water.
We take photos of certain spots along the way to note any changes. For example we monitor the reed
growth and the spirogyra. We take note of the birds that we see and hear, what plants are flowering and
any spoor we see. Wendy also puts her cameras up to monitor the animals. We are not in any way experts
but hopefully in a few years we might be!

There are a lot of variables in the lagoon and river. How much rain we have had, how much sea water has
come into the lagoon, for how long the mouth has been open or closed, the time of year and the water
temperature are just a few of them! It will take time to be able to establish a data- base that can show any
trends. The four spots from which we take readings are as follows:





The lily pond above the rapids
The stream bend ( where the little stream comes into the river on the north west bank, where the
old water- pump was).
In the middle of the lagoon in front of all the houses.
At the mouth of the lagoon.

I have put together some of the information we have gathered so far. At the moment we do not have the
answers as to why some of the readings are higher or lower than at other times. As I said before there are
so many variables!
Salinity
Salinity in the Noetzie River would be affected by seasons and rainfall, as well as sea water coming up the
river when the mouth is open, disturbing the fresh river water flowing down and causing salt to be
“trapped” in areas.

Date
03.06.13
28.06.13
26.07.13
04.09.13
07.10.13
03.06.13

Lily pond
0.40
0.04
0.05
0.03
0.02
0.40

Stream bend
0.50
0.32
0.13
0.12
0.04
0.50

Mid lagoon
0.27
0.11
1.19
0.45
0.13
0.27

Mouth
0.30
1.00
0.95
0.45
0.22
0.30

Salinity
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1
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Turbidity
Turbidity is measured in Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU’s). Turbidity is the condition resulting from
suspended solids in the water, in effect the clarity of the water.
Such particles absorb heat in the sunlight, thus raising water temperature, which in turn lowers dissolved
oxygen levels. They also prevent sunlight from reaching plants below the surface. This decreases the rate of
photosynthesis, so less oxygen is produced by plants.
Turbidity may harm fish and their larvae.
It is caused by soil erosion, excess nutrients, various wastes and pollutants, and the action of bottom
feeding organisms which stir sediments up into the water.
Suspended sediments can also smother aquatic plants as they settle out in low flows, and clog mouthparts
and gills of fish and aquatic macro-invertebrates.
Extremely clear water can signify very acidic conditions or high levels of salinity.

Date
03.06.13
28.06.13
26.07.13
04.09.13
07.10.13
03.06.13

Lily pond
2.098
1.650
1.740
3.250
10.200
2.098

Stream bend
2.21
0.68
1.58
0.62
13.24
2.21

Mid lagoon
2.09
3.83
1.66
1.78
13.24
2.09

Mouth
2.98
2.39
2.09
1.89
14.40
2.98

Turdidity
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The turbidity was much higher in October as we had heavy rain the day before taking the samples.
pH
The pH of river water is a measure of hydrogen ion concentration. Our rivers in the Western Cape are all
slightly acidic, due to tannic acids (tannins) which are found naturally in leaves. Tannins are also responsible
for giving water a tea-like colour.
The pH scale ranges from 0 to 14:
Acidic

0 to 6.9

Neutral

7

Alkaline

7.1 to 14

Date
03.06.13
28.06.13
26.07.13
04.09.13
07.10.13
03.06.13

Lily pond
6.72
6.75
6.66
6.64
6.08
6.72

Stream bend
6.41
6.55
6.67
6.64
6.20
6.41

Mid lagoon
6.9
7.00
7.29
7.35
6.30
6.90

Mouth
7.39
7.10
7.70
7.58
6.46
7.39

Ph
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6
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Water Temperature

Date
03.06.13
28.06.13
26.07.13
04.09.13
07.10.13
03.06.13

Lily pond
12.0
11.1
11.1
12.6
13.5
12.0

Mouth
11.1
12.8
16.0
13.1
15.1
11.1
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Owls
by Iona Everett
Owls are birds of prey and most of them hunt at night. There are over 300 owl species world wide, of which
12 species are found in South Africa. All owls have acute hearing and good vision which makes the South
African Owls some of the best hunting raptors in
the country. The Owl species are some of the
most beautiful birds.
Hunting, normally, is performed in two different
ways. The first is perch hunting, where the bird
literally sits and waits on a suitable perch until a
prey item is located. The other is flight hunting
where the owl slowly quarters the ground from
a low altitude, looking and listening for prey and
diving down when food is detected.
The feathers on owls’ wings have several unique
features. Firstly, they have a downy upper
surface, which reduces the noise as they move
over each other as the wing beats. Secondly the
outer primaries have a stiff comb-like fringe on
their leading edge which modifies the airflow
over them as they cut through the air, which
reduces noise. Finally, on the trailing edge of the
wing, the feathers have a soft hair-like fringe,
which reduces air turbulence behind the wing.

The net result of these modifications is totally silent flight even at ultrasonic level which means that prey
are not forewarned of attack.
Much is known about the dining habits of owls because of certain inefficiencies of their digestive process.
This is because owls are among the birds that regurgitate pellets of indigestible material. Owls often
swallow prey that isn’t too large whole, which leaves the skeleton of the prey, including the skull, intact and
because owls can only digest the soft tissues, the bones, fur and feathers remain virtually intact. These
remain behind in the stomach and are compacted into an oval pellet and then actively regurgitated back
up through the oesophagus. Discovering what owls have been eating is quite straightforward.
Because owls are predominantly nocturnal, they have evolved several physical adaptations which facilitate
catching prey in the dark. All owls have large
forward facing eyes giving good stereoscopic vision,
vital for judging distances. This is often further
enhanced by bobbing or weaving the head to give a
differing perspective known as the parallax effect.
The plumage of owls is normally mottled shades of
black, brown and grey, patterned to conceal them
during the daytime from possible predators and
other birds which might mob them.
My favourite owl is the African Wood Owl which we
hear regularly both at Noetzie and in Hout Bay
where we live. The African Wood-owl is the
commonest owl in woodland and forests throughout
Africa. It occurs in deep woodland, forests edges, riverine and coastal forests, and plantations. As the
African Wood-owl is completely dependent on its forest habitat, it is susceptible to deforestation.
Nonetheless, it is still described as common and its population is thought to be stable. Consequently it is
classified as Least Concern on the IUCN Red list.
The African Wood-owl is a medium sized owl (30-36cm, 240-350g), distinguished by the notable lack of ear
tufts on its rounded head, large dark eyes outlined by white eyebrows, and brown and white barred belly.
Overall, it has rich brown plumage with paler underparts, but there is considerable variation in shade and
patterning.
The male call is a rapid series of clear hoots, which the female typically answers in a higher pitched, but
more leisurely tone.
You can hear their call, which always makes me smile, at http://www.xeno-canto.org/125139,
or http://www.macaulaylibrary.org/audio/94674
Although neither of these recordings was taken in South Africa, I am sure you will recognise the call!!

Peeps into the Past
by Chris Everett
Here’s the next set of items of interest that did not make it into the Noetzie History – Ed.
With the Festive Season fast approaching, I thought that a couple of pictures from past festivities might be
appropriate. The quality of the photos in some cases is poor, but that’s how I received them when dredging
up information for the Noetzie History.
I’ll donate a bottle of wine to whoever can identify the most
faces by Saturday 21 December. The offer is only open to those
who can collect it from us at Noetzie, but don’t let that stop
those from afar sending entries.
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Note – No records available for the missing months

Rates and Noetzie Property
Valution Update
by Julie Gosling
The NCOA’s application for a Rural Rates Rebate has been refused by Knysna Municipality on the grounds
that Noetzie is considered a 'residential township' and therefore does not qualify for a non-urban rebate.
Grant Easton added that, although Noetzie is situated outside the Knysna Municipal Urban Edge, the
Noetzie Township has its own urban edge.
Neil Metelerkamp is kindly representing all Noetzie residents in an effort to have Noetzie Property
Valuations reduced which in turn will lower the annual rates.. The Valuations Appeal Board, after having
considered the written representations submitted by Neil's legal team, has set a date for a hearing on the
21st November.
The following report regarding Rates Rebates was given by the Executive Mayor in her Budget speech:
The rebate currently applied to domestic owners will be reduced from 20% to 15%. This is in line
with National Government view that rebates should only apply in particular circumstances. It is the
intention to completely phase out the domestic rebate over the next four budgets.
There will be an increase in the first value of property exempted from rates from R65 000 to R100
000.

The current Rural Rebate of 30% will be reduced to 25% next year and must also be phased out.
Assessment rates are a tax on property value and are not related to services rendered or not
rendered by a municipality. There is therefore no justification in maintaining a two tier rebate
system
indefinitely.
The Rural Rebate will be further reduced by a minimum of 5% per annum until fully phased-out.
The current pensioner rebates will remain the same. They were significantly increased in recent
years and the top level is well above the norm.
The green rebate will remain the same for the forthcoming financial year but will be replaced from 1
July 2014 with a Biodiversity rebate. The object of the Biodiversity rebate is to achieve the long
term conservation of substantial areas of intact natural eco-systems.
Let us all work together to make sure that Noetzie qualifies for a Biodiversity Rebate in 2014!

Valuation Appeal Board
Hearing
Neil Metelerkamp, has been successful in having Noetzie property valuations reduced on behalf of NCOA
members. This is the outcome of an Appeal Board Hearing that took place on the 21st November 2013. The
Municipal Valuers Decision shows decreases from 1% to a whopping 133% on current valuations. These
reduction will have a very positive effect on our Municipal rates.
Well done and thank you to Neil for all the time, effort and cost that went into this 'battle". We do so
appreciate all that you do for Noetzie and its members. You are a true custodian.

New Pedestrian Access from
Old Wagon Road
by Julie Gosling

It has been over a year since access from the bottom of the Wagon Road onto Noetzie beach washed away.
Not only has this made getting victuals to the beach houses a major expedition but at times, when the river
is in full flood, visitors to Noetzie have to wade through thigh deep water to get to the public lavatories. For
many, the "bush loo" has become a more comfortable option. Residents were hopeful that, in time, the
southerly winds would bring the sand back, but each time the sand builds up heavy rains wash it away
again.

Over the past year Neil Metelerkamp, as
our Ward 3 Committee member and
Julie Gosling have engaged Knysna
Municipality about installing a safe and
easier pedestrian access. Up to now, the
hold-up has been budget constraints. It
was clear that the NCOA had to be
proactive, or we could end up year after
year with municipal budget inertia and
no proper access.
In October this year Julie employed a
Land Surveyor to determine the position
of the public thoroughfare along the
Nature Reserve below Montrose Castle
and an Engineer to draw suitable, safe routes to present to the Municipality. The route which has least
impact on the environment has been passed by Knysna Municipality and an EMP issued by Environment
Officer Joclyn Fearon and Maretha Alant of SANParks. The path will run from the bottom of the Wagon
Road in a westerly direction above an existing stone wall to level flat ground in front of portion 32. Some
stone masonry work is required to bridge the stairway from Montrose Castle - this will also give easy access
from Montrose onto the beach.
The cutting of the vegetation and laying out of the path was started in mid November by arborist Pieter
Coetzee and his team. Pieter worked for 10 years on Pezula Private Estate (PPE) and, under the guidance of
Jessica Hayes, completed all the Environmental Awareness Training Programmes that were a requirement
of the PPE EMP. Bruce Botha and Greg, his capable handyman, have offered to assist with the masonry
work.
It is hoped that by December a safe, unfettered and low impact access to Noetzie beach will be functional
and we can all gather for a 'path wetting'

Documents for your perusal
and comment
Thank you to those who sent through comments on these documents. They will be presented to the
community at the AGM. The first is the Duty of Care document (DoC) which has the approval of your
committee, SANparks and the Knysna Municipality. The second is the Noetzie Conservancy Owners’
Guidelines for Environmental Management (GEM), providing guidelines of the correct legal environmental
procedures. Suggested changes have been incorporated in the document and we hope it will be approved
at the AGM.

Garden Route Initiative
25 October 2013
By Wendy Dewberry
(click on hyperlinks for extra information)
The last of the informative quarterly GRI meetings took place in George with a great line-up of speakers.
The balance of the program was taken by speakers already very familiar to us at Noetzie, beginning with
Gareth Patterson who gave us a brief overview of his life's work over the past thirty years, from his work
with George Adamson’s lions to the present day studies of the elusive Knysna elephants.
Sue Swain gave an update on the Discovery Park which will begin development at the Brackenhill Falls
location in approximately 24 months time. This will put Knysna and South Africa on the International map
with a product endorsed by the likes of Sir Richard Branson. You could feel very proud.
SANParks’s Maretha Alant spoke about the threats to Knysna Sand Fynbos, specifically within the SANParks
buffer Zones. She pointed out that development strategies, currently under review on the Local and
Provincial level, need to take these threatened areas into account or
be lost to them forever.
Dr Mandy Lombard gave an update to a previous talk on the horrifics
of the Elephant-back Safari Industry. She advocates that you do not
support this cruel industry if you care for the long term welfare of
elephants. Meantime in the struggle to stop cruel practices with
elephants, they are fighting matters of upholding existing law... same
old story for environmentalists, it seems.
She also spoke of SASSI , the Southern African Sustainable Seafood
Initiative which includes a drive to educate consumers to eat off a
sustainable Green list and avoid seafoods on the threatened Orange
and endangered Red lists.
Lastly,
Dr
Mark Brown,
an ornithologist based in Nature’s Valley, spoke
about recent research being done of the
relationship between Coastal Fynbos and endemic
birds like the Orange breasted sunbird. Specifically
he cited tests with Kniphofia (red hot poker) and
Erica discolor. Specialised Fynbos feeding birds with
long beaks tend to go for flowers with low volume,
high sucrose concentration nectar. Occasional
Fynbos feeding birds like seed eaters, mousebirds
and white-eyes tend towards high volume, low
concentration hexose nectar flowers. It was
thought that the specialised feeding birds with long
beaks were the primary pollinators and the

occasional nectar “thieves” were just that stealers of nectar. On closer inspection it was
noted that in fact occasional nectar-feeding
short-beaked birds like mousebirds, white-eyes
and bulbuls came out of the flowers with face
feathers full of pollen while specialised long
beaks slipped in and out of the blooms smooth
and clean. The team then did a further
experiment to determine which pollinators were
most effective. They covered one bloom with a
muslin cloth excluding all pollinators, the second
bloom with chicken wire which excluded birds
but not insects and left the third control bloom
free. The results were that the muslin covered bloom did not self-pollinate and yielded no seeds.
Interestingly the insect and combined insect and bird pollinated blooms yielded only marginally different
numbers of seeds. That's a strike for the bees !
Dr Mark trains students to catch and ring birds properly for scientific purposes, after which the student
acquires all the permits and permissions to undertake the work in their own areas.
Extra interest to twitchers : Dr Mark reports that there is a bird that has not read the book and is wandering
down from up North. There have been more than five sightings of the White-browed scrub Robin in the
Eden area - keep a look out.

Safety at Noetzie
With the downturn in the economy it makes sense to look at safety issues in Noetzie before any
incidents occur. In order to improve the allocation of SAPS resources to the Knysna area it is
important that every case of criminal activity is reported to the police, no matter how small and
possibly inconvenient it may be. The number of policemen allocated is dependent on the amount
of crime which is occurring in the area and this is based on the number of cases opened.
BUT safety isn’t only about anti criminal activities, it also means keeping your wits about you and
being prepared for your holiday in all ways. Here are some hints:In the Home:




Be well prepared, and have a well equipped first aid box.
Make sure your gas installations are safe and in good working order
Have a fire extinguisher in good working order, near sources of heat and flames.

Outdoors:



Protect yourself from the midday sun
Tell others when to expect your return from a long hike, and where you plan to go.



Be careful of the rip tides and dangerous currents in the sea, and swim with someone (if there are
no lifeguards). Keep an eye on the children in the water at all times - even if there are lifeguards
on duty.

REMEMBER to be aware of wildlife and not to feed baboons or monkeys however cute they look. Don’t
drop your guard. We haven’t had a problem for some time but that will only last as long as the Baboons
and monkeys never associate the houses at Noetzie with food. Please keep food out of sight, lock up when
you leave the house closing all windows and doors unless they are properly Baboon proof. Also think that
even fruit, seeds and sugar water put out for the birds should regarded as food for the baboons and will
attract them to your property. Don’t drop your guard. If they haven’t bothered you for a while

assume it is because of your good behaviour.

Emergency numbers :
These should be kept in a convenient location for easy access. Please note that cell phone reception is very
limited within the conservancy.

Emergency Response:
Control Room:
Police rapid response
Knysna SAPS
Biodiversity Crime
Illegal Driving on the beach
Fire – Eden District
National Disaster Management (Cell phone)
Sea Rescue
SANParks, Knysna
Knysna Private Hospital
Ambulance
ER 24
Pezula Security (Russel Brand)

10177
044 803 1347
10111
044 302 6600
044 802 5300
0800 205 005
044 382 7214
112
044 384 0211
044 382 2095
044 384 1083
10111
084124
082 666 4498

SANParks - Application for
Alien Control Budget
By Wendy Dewberry
On 18 October I attended a SANParks meeting chaired by Mr Len du Plessis, manager for Planning and
Implementation for SANParks and Chairman of the Southern Cape Fire Protection Association. There is a
new initiative by SANParks for collaborative agreement with private land owners in SANPArks’ buffer zones
to apply for a budget for alien control in the area. The reasons for this drive are that applications for budget
are tedious and controlling alien infestation in SANParks Buffer Zones will be mutually beneficial to both
the Parks and the land owners.

Len explained that apart from human population growth, alien plant invasion is the biggest threat to
biodiversity. R50 Million p.a. is spent on alien control as a most pressing environmental activity.
In accordance with existing policies and laws, including NEM:PAA, DEA, NEM:BA, NEMA and Provincial
Ordinances, SANParks has created a Biodiversity Policy & Strategy for South Africa. That includes a Strategy
on Buffer Zones for National parks.
The Criteria to be included in this “gift” of assistance to clear land are
 The land must be in a location bordering a SANParks park or Reserve
 The Landowner must be willing to offer management of teams
 The landowner must be willing to work in 3-year cycles
 There must be opportunity to expand the areas – i.e. get neighbours on-board
How does this affect Noetzie? Noetzie Conservancy is an area of 10.2 ha and relatively free of aliens,
including 2,5 km up river, thanks to 20 or 30 years of Noetzie homeowners diligently clearing saplings upriver each year. However, up river out of the Conservancy area is a further 5 km of river, thickly infested
with Australian Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) and Black Wattle (Acacia mearnsii ). This affects us as the
infestation chokes the river and affects river health. Over more recent years there have been efforts with
SANParks teams, NCOA and Pezula to clear that area. There have been promises that are still awaiting
Provincial Budget. Maretha Alant - Environmental Planner of the Garden Route National Park, kindly
included Noetzie, despite the area in question not being our land. As a member of the NCOA I have offered
my time to manage the teams. The Noetzie River was allocated one team of 12. When this will begin I am
not sure.
I felt very proud to be able to say that Noetzie is an area free of aliens because of the long-term effort,
diligence and wisdom of its members. Please keep up the good work. For people new at this, please do not
cut down alien trees. They coppice and become ten times worse. Hand pull small ones and remove them
(they can regrow so easily). For big trees use a sharp machete to ring bark (known as frilling) all around the
tree, deep into the 2nd bark and at least a foot wide. They will then die over the years and disappear
quietly in a heavy storm one day (unless you happen to be
there, in which case would do it rather loudly).
NEM:PAA - National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act 57 of 2003
DEA - Department of Environmental Affairs
NEM:BA - National Environmental Management: Biodiversity
Act,
NEMA - National Environmental Management Act
General Environment Notes
Please be on the lookout for snares if you walk around in the
bush at Noetzie. I have not found any but have seen people
walking up the road with wire.
Activity on the stealth cameras has been low. This ‘complaint’
has been shared by all keen camera trappers in and about
Knysna. Let’s hope that the warmth of summer will draw the
animals out for a look and a count.
We have been alerted to an alien Australian fern gaining
foothold in the Knysna area. Noetzie is a perfect location for
their thriving. Cyathea cooperi, also known as the Australian
tree fern, lacy tree fern, scaly tree fern, or Cooper's tree fern,
(at right) is a tree fern native to Australia. It is invasive in South
Africa, sold in nurseries, I kid you not! It is not to be confused

with Cyathea capensis, (below at left), also

known as the Forest Tree Fern. This
indigenous version is a widespread and
highly variable species of tree fern and it
grows in shaded moist forest along rivers and
beside waterfalls at an altitude of 360-1820
m.

To avoid the first of endless trouble with baboons and monkeys, keep food out of sight and reach. In this
way you will help yourself, your neighbours and the troop of wild of baboons which is fairly innocuous as
wild troops are. If you plan to let your home, please make sure your guests are educated about baboons
and monkeys. It only takes one instance of raiding or feeding to set the trouble upon the neighbourhood.

Please take time to visit the Outdoor Classroom and sign the visitor’s book. It is a great area to take your
coffee or glass of bubbles and toast the view among the hot beautiful fynbos. The area is highly thought of
and an aspect of pride for Noetzie Members.

Social News
Please let me know if you have anything to add to this page - Ed

CONGRATULATIONS to Neil and Norma Meterlekamp celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary this

December.

Congratulations to both grandparents Eion and Jan Brown and Cathy and Rob Shimmin, who have had
grandchildren born to their offspring since the last newsletter.

Firstly (left) Ellen Debby Brown, daughter to Andrew and
Bethany Brown, who arrived on 12 Sept 2013 in Portland,
Oregon,USA.

Secondly (right and below) congratulations to Lauren Shimmin

and Craig Masson on the birth of their
son Aidan John Masson born on 02
October 2013.

